City of New Baltimore
Parks & Recreation Commission
Held at the New Baltimore City Hall
And Via Telephone Conference
Regular Meeting – October 7, 2021
6:00 PM
Notice is hereby given that the Parks & Recreation Commission meeting of the City of New Baltimore will be held in
person and by telephone conference. In person public participation will be allowed or public may phone in using the
following information:
Topic: October Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting
Time: Oct 7, 2021 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83877946478
Meeting ID: 838 7794 6478
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,83877946478# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,83877946478# US (New York)
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 838 7794 6478
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb4L49YnSk

Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call
Public Discussion: This time is set aside for public comments for anyone who wishes to address the
Commission. All comments must be addressed to the Chair.
Approval of Meeting Minutes from September 9, 2021 Regular Meeting
Approval of Parks & Recreation Director’s Monthly Report – September 2021
Approval of Agenda
A. Old Business:
1. Burke Park Playscape Subcommittee Discussion
B. New Business:
1. Festival Park Story Walk Information
2. Trick or Treat on Washington Street Information
3. Lions Club Memorial Tree Application
4. Kopitz Family Memorial Tree Application
5. Burke Park Volleyball Court Discussion
Miscellaneous Items
Next meeting: Thursday, November 4 at 6:00pm at City Hall.
Adjournment

Parks and Recreation Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
September 9, 2021
Chair Wolschleger called the regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission to order at 6:05pm.
Roll Call:
Present: Michelle Anulli, Amber, Laske, Joe Glinski, Eric Haydamack, Karen Winter, Dawn Wolschleger, and
Director Tim Novak
Absent: Mike Zoli
Also in Attendance: Mayor John Dupray
Public Discussion:
None
Director’s Report: September 2021
August 2021 Recreation Activity Report
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

August 2, 2021 – The department met with the Kiwanis Club of the Bay Area and had a Bay Area
Fishing Tournament Recap Meeting. Even with being rained out Saturday Night, the event still made a
considerable profit. The Kiwanis Club committed to a donation of $4,000 to the Parks Improvement
Fund for our assistance in planning and running the event.
August 9, 2021 – The City Council approved of a playscape selection committee to review the final
three bids for the new universally accessible playscape at Walter & Mary Burke Park.
August 9, 2021 – The City Council voted to table to the discussion on the lease of the Aquatic Center
from the Anchor Bay School District.
August 10, 2021 – The former senior club met at the recreation center to determine if they will be
continuing their meetings as an official club. They decided that they will disband the club, but continue
to meet and play cards on Tuesdays.
August 13, 2021 – Summer Camp ended for the summer. In total, we had 114 children participate in
the program over the 8 weeks that camp was held.
August 18, 2021 – Macomb County Economic Development borrowed the department’s buoys for their
annual sprint and splash.
August 23, 2021 – Repair work was started on the damaged sprinkler lines at Walter & Mary Burke
Park.
August 24, 2021 – The department met with our representative from SMART transportation. The multicounty service provides communities with public transportation and also supports transportation all
throughout its service area. We discussed a reimbursement program for our adult day trips that allows
us to keep our trips affordable. They agreed to continue this relationship and reimburse us for any bis
trips we take that are advertised an open to the public.
August 25, 2021 – The department met with the library to discuss further co-programming options. We
have an upcoming fall movie-in-the-park series as well as a story walk!
August 26, 2021 – The repair work on the irrigation system at Burke Park was completed.
August 30, 2021 – The playscape subcommittee met and reviewed the three remaining bids for the
playscape. The committee decided to recommend Penchura to City Council for approval.

Agenda Items:
Motion by Haydamack, second by Anulli to approve the Meeting Minutes from the August 2021 meeting.
All Voting Yes.
Opposing: None
Motion Carried.
Motion by Haydamack, second by Laske to approve the Director’s Report for September 2021.
All Voting Yes.
Opposing: None
Motion Carried.

Motion by Winter, second by Haydamack to approve the Meeting Agenda for September 2021, as amended.
All Voting Yes.
Opposing: None
Motion Carried.
Discussion:
Old Business:
Burke Park Playscape Subcommittee Presentation
Director Novak informed the commission that the department received 6 bids for the proposed Burke
Playscape project and the department administration was able to narrow it down to three bids. Those three
companies were invited to come give presentations on their proposals. After the presentations, the committee
voted in favor of moving forward with Penchura Recreation with a 7-1 vote. The committee decided on
Penchura as they felt the company came forward with the best options to provide a fully inclusive play
opportunity at Burke Park. A few features of the Penchura playground base bid that stood out were the we-goround, a marry-go-round made to function with wheelchairs. Additionally, the committee really liked Penchuras
cozy dome as well as the Smartplay Motion play area. Penchuras 1st alternate bid included the same features
as the base, with an additional updated swing bay along with a friendship swing. Lastly, Penchuras alternate
bid 2 came in at $381,000 and included the same features as the first two bids, with the addition of a
wheelchair swing. Commissioner Anulli asked which say the committee would like and Director Novak
informed the commission that the committee recommended the city pursue alternate bid 2. Director Novak then
said that the project would move to city council to finalize the funding and its sources, then the committee
would reconvene to finish the design process. Commissioner Glinski then asked what the lifespan of the
poured in place (PIP) surfacing was. Director Novak stated that the company guarantees it for 5 years and
most Michigan installs report a 10–15-year lifespan on the surfacing. Commissioner Glinksi followed up about
the opportunity to chose the colors of it and Director Novak stated that the possibilities of color were pretty
much endless in color and in design. Commissioner Haydamack stated that this playground offered by far the
best inclusive features and offers huge opportunities for people to come to down.
Motion by Laske, second by Haydamack to recommend Alternate Bid 2 from Penchura to City Council.
All Voting Yes.
Opposing: None
Motion Carried.

New Business:
Staffing Policy for Special Events Discussion
Director Novak stated to the commission now that there are events back downtown, with an increase of events
this calendar year, there has been a dramatic increase in staff needs at the parks, mostly for garbage. Novak
asked for guidance from the commission on if and how the department would bill special events for hours
worked by staff outside of regularly scheduled shifts. Novak believes it would be similar to how PD or DPS bills
organizations for hours worked. He mentioned that it would be easier to staff and stay on top of the garbage
than trying to clean up overflowing cans after a weekends event. Commissioner Anulli asked if the department
needed more cans to which Novak responded yes, it would be helpful, but won’t entirely solve the problem.
Commissioner Winter mentioned that the receptacles on top of the wall always seem to be overflowing and she
has seen a lot of people clean out their cars there, filling a can at a time. Commissioner Haydamack stated that
there seems to be a universal agreeance between city council and other stakeholders that garbage at the park
has been an issue for a while and needs to be addressed. Commissioner Haydamack stated he was in support
of the policy.
Motion by Haydamack, second by Laske to allow administration to propose a policy to city council for adoption
in regards to staffing special events.
All Voting Yes.

Opposing: None

Motion Carried.

Fall Commission Retreat Date Selection
Director Novak requested the commission select a date for the 2021 Fall Commission retreat. He stated that at
this meeting, the department takes feedback from commissioners about strategic planning and this year in
particular, the commission will work to update the departments 5-year master plan. The commission agreed on
November 13th from 9am till Noon at the Recreation Center.
Memorial Bench Discussion
Commissioner Winter brought to the attention of the commission that there was rusting on the metal benches
at the front of Burke Park. She had gotten in touch with DPS and the benches were sanded, but was
wondering if there was a better option. Director Novak stated that most of the other memorial benches are
plastic resin and don’t experience the rusting of the metal benches. With the wet environment of the beach
area and the freeze/thaw of winter, there is no good answer to preventing the rust on the benches. Director
Novak said that the benches would be on the spring and fall park checklist moving forward and will be repaired
as necessary.

Miscellaneous:
None
Motion by Anulli, second by Laske to adjourn the meeting at 7:02 pm.
All Voting Yes.
Opposing: None
Motion Carried.
Submitted by: Adam Abraham, Assistant Director

DIRECTOR’S REPORT
October 4, 2021
Director’s Report
September 2021 Recreation Activity Report
• September 4-5, 2021 – Art on the Bay held their annual art show at Walter & Mary Burke Park. It was very well
attended and everyone had a wonderful time.
• September 6, 2021 – The department and recreation center was closed for the Labor Day Holiday.
• September 8, 2021 – The department met with a computer coding contractor and discussed the potential of
offering remote learning computer coding classes.
• September 13, 2021 – The City Council voted to table to the presentation and request for approval for the
proposed universally accessible playscape at Walter & Mary Burke Park. Council members Duffy, Szymanski,
and Hayman voted in favor of tabling the discussion, Dittrich and Covert were opposed.
• September 16, 2021 – Our fall programming started with our first class of Ballroom Dance. Many of our classes
are at or near capacity.
• September 19, 2021 – The Lions Club held their annual classic car show. There were over 100 cars in
attendance. The park was completely packed and there were a lot of visitors.
• September 20, 2021 – Additional trips to The White Horse Inn, The Whitney, and the Wayne County Lights Fest
were added due to the originally scheduled trips being filled.
• September 24, 2021 – The department held the first of its 3 Movies In The Park for the fall. In partnership with the
MacDonald Public Library, we did a dragon-themed night, with a story, craft, and showing of How to Train Your
Dragon: The Hidden World. The Friends of the Library setup concessions and all proceeds went to their
organization.
• September 27, 2021 – Trick or Treat on Washington Street tickets went on sale. We have sold over 350
wristbands to date.
• September 27, 2021 – The department started its first full week of programming since March 2020. We now have
staff in the building Monday–Thursday until 8pm. We also have evening classes Monday–Thursday.
• September 27, 2021 – The department and MacDonald Public Library held a ribbon cutting for the Story Walk
installed at Bay-Rama Fish Fly Festival Park. This was covered in part by a donation from the Anchor Bay
Community Foundation. Visitors to the park can now read the book “I Went Walking” by Sue Williams as they
stroll around the walking path.

