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Parks and Recreation Commission

Regular Meeting Minutes

C ..3

February 4th, 20201
Chair Wolschleger called the regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission to order at 6: 01pm, via
Zoom.

Roll Call:

Present: Michele Anulli, Amber Laske, Joe Glinski, Eric Haydamack, Karen Winter, Dawn Wolschleger, Mike
Zoli and Director
Absent:

Tim Novak

None

Also in Attendance: Mayor Dupray, City Councilperson Dittrich, City Councilperson Weinrich, and Members of
the Public

Public

Discussion:

None

Director' s Report: February 2021
2021

February

December

31-

Parks and Recreation

January

1,

2021 —

Report —

January 2021 Recreation Activity

The department was closed for the New Year holiday.

January 2, 2021
The director was notified by NBPD of a vehicle that had driven down the steps of Walter &
Mary Burke Park, causing significant damage to the stairs, handicap ramp railing, and swing set area.
January 7, 20201 — The department met with city administration
to the damage caused by the vehicle driving through the park.

and the insurance adjuster to discuss repairs

13, 2021 —

MDHHS passed a revised public health order that allowed for group exercise classes to
resume starting January 16. We contacted our group exercise instructors and immediately began programming
January

classes such as Dance Fitness, Tai Chi, and Ballroom Dance.

January

21, 2021 —

The department met with staff from the library to discuss cooperative programming. More

details will follow as we decide on how we' ll work together in the future.

January

26—

January

28 —

The department and city administration met with officials from Macomb county and the state to
discuss grant funding for the restoration of the shoreline at Ruedisale Point Park and Reginald- Brady Park.
The department held its first Bay Area Fishing Tournament planning meeting with the planning

committee. As of now, we are planning to hold the event in as much capacity as we' re able to.

Agenda

Items:

Motion by Anulli, second by Haydamack to approve the Meeting Minutes from the December meeting.
Motion Carried.
Opposing: None
Voting Yes.

All

Motion by Winter, second by Haydamack to approve the Director' s Report for December 2020.
Motion Carried.
Voting Yes.
Opposing: None

All

Motion by Anulli, second by Haydamack to approve the Meeting Agenda for January 2021, as amended.
Motion Carried.
Voting Yes.
Opposing: None

All

Discussion:
Old Business:
Parks &

Recreation

Department Updates

Regarding

COVID- 19, Facilities &

Programs

Director Novak informed the commission that more programs would begin at the Recreation Center. These

programs include Karate, Judo, Turn Up Fitness, Tai Chi, and Ballroom Dancing. These classes will begin with
social distancing and with instructors being on board to do so. The programs will be running Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday. Along with this the children' s programs were still running smoothly.
New Business:

Summer Staffing Update

Director Novak informed the commission of the hiring of the new Park Maintenance Supervisor and a new Park
Ranger, with more interviews to come for the Park Ranger position. Along with this all Park Maintenance Staff
will be returning and all of the Life Guard Staff will be returning for the summer. Novak also said that the

department is planning on running a full Summer Camp.
Burke Park Improvements

Discussions

Director Novak informed the commission of the damages that occurred at Burke Park due to a vehicle driving
down the

steps

and through the

park

which

caused

around $

11, 000 in damages throughout the park. Novak

said that some of the damages would be covered by insurance. Novak also brought up the projects that would
be done because of the damages. These projects include, fixing the damaged stairs, new concrete in the
pavilion area, new fencing around the park, a new sliding gate to allow authorized vehicles access into the

park, and a new rail for the handicapped ramp. Commissioner Anulli asked if there would be a possibility to
add another set of stairs to get into the park. Novak said that the concrete company did not give a quote
because they believed it would too expensive to do. Anulli also asked if the sliding gate would hinder access
into the park for those who have wagons or strollers and if there could be a gap so that people could through
by the sliding gate. Novak said that it would be discussed with the installation company. Commissioner
Haydamack asked Novak if the handicap ramp was ADA compliant. Novak explained that the ramp itself was
but the railing that is being added would make it fully compliant. Commissioner Wolschleger suggested the
addition of a handrail to the stairs so that a vehicle could not get into the park again. Commissioner Glinski

suggested there be a dead end sign to discourage people from driving near the area. Novak brought up that he
has previously discussed having a solar powered camera put into the area so that if something were to happen
in that area of the park it would get picked up on a camera. Haydamack asked if there was any holes in the
grass that needed to be filled. Novak explained that there was some and that the border of the swing set area
was taken out do to the vehicle and that the department wanted to get a plastic border around the area soon.
Ruedisale Park Improvements

Discussion

Director Novak informed the commission that the County brought a grant to the department' s attention. The
grant would be for shoreline restoration at Ruedisale Park. It would be used to soften and make the shoreline

more natural. Along with the grant would also go towards planting grasses in the water to bring in fish and
make a wave attenuation zone. Along with this Total Life Changes wants to help bring a playground to the
park. Commissioner Winter asked if there was a deadline for the Grant application.

Novak informed Winter that

the Grant would need to be completed in the Spring and that it would be awarded in September. Commissioner
Anulli asked if it would be possible to use the Grant at Burke Park for the beach. Novak answered that it was
not what the Grant

was

intended for.

