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Section 1.0

Introduction
The City of New Baltimore is located in eastern Macomb County on the shores of Lake St. Clair.
Once known as a nautical oasis on the outskirts, the City of New Baltimore has evolved into a hub
of activity along Anchor Bay. New Baltimore has morphed into a budding suburban community
which is appealing to residents, businesses, and visitors because of its modern conveniences
nestled amongst the unique historical character and charm of the community. The City is anchored
by its traditional downtown boasting an emergent local economy, viable residential housing stock
offering a mixture of housing options, and close proximity to Macomb County’s greatest natural
resource, Lake St. Clair.
Over the past decade the allure of the City of New Baltimore continued to spur considerable
growth for the community. In 2000, New Baltimore had a population of 7,405 residents with
2,942 Households. The 2010 Census concluded that the City of New Baltimore has a population
of 12,084 residents with 4,434 households. In a single decade, the City had a 63% increase in
population and a 50% change in the number of households. This growth, attributed primarily to
residential construction, has ushered the City into a promising era of community progress and
opportunity.
Numerous variables come into play when a city develops at the rate New Baltimore has experienced
over the past three decades. The complexities of physical infrastructure encompassing roads,
water and sewer, the placement and density of various land uses, and the administration of basic
city services become scrutinized and strained as a City grows. A municipality must act quickly,
efficiently, and effectively in the face of evolving community conditions; however there are a
number of great opportunities that present themselves as a community’s population booms.
Out of the strain to maintain governmental services comes the opportunity to expand more service/
community oriented amenities within a City. This is attributed to the fact that as more people
populate an area, there is a greater need for amenities beyond simply physical infrastructure
and tax collection. One community based service that is continually at the forefront of municipal
service expansion is recreational programs and facilities. Parks and recreation has the ability
to unify a local community. Parks, beaches, little league, dance classes, and recreation centers
quickly become a source of pride for a community and its residents. These community investments
become destinations and identifiers which allow residents and visitors to engage and experience
all that a City has to offer. As the City of New Baltimore has evolved and grown into a burgeoning
suburban community, the City has a great opportunity and ability to evaluate, plan, and invest in
parks and recreation. The City of New Baltimore Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2012 provides
a mechanism for New Baltimore to consider its parks and recreation services and facilities at a
comprehensive level.
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Purpose
The purpose of the Plan is to establish appropriate policies to guide the development of the City’s
recreation infrastructure and services. The preparation of this Recreation Plan also seeks to fulfill
the following objectives:
1.

Determine the City’s relationship with recreation providers at the local, regional, and state
levels, including the school districts serving the City.

2.

Identify short and long-term recreation needs within the City of New Baltimore.

3.

Develop policies, programs, and procedures designed to address the City’s recreation needs.

4.

Identify needed capital improvements to parks and recreation facilities and programs to 		
meet the recreation needs of all age groups.

5.

Explore innovative approaches to providing recreation services and programs.

6.

Establish an efficient and cost-effective structure for administering recreation programs.

7.

Encourage cooperative relationships and policies with other public, nonprofit, and private
recreation providers.

8.

Include a capital improvement program, identifying specific projects and intended funding
sources to be implemented over a specified time frame.

This Recreation Plan follows the planning guidelines established by the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources. It begins with an examination of relevant physical, social and economic
characteristics that may influence future recreation needs. Included in this analysis is an inventory
of existing recreation facilities available in or near the City of New Baltimore. The second part of the
Plan offers a summary of existing recreation needs based on recognized and accepted recreation
planning standards. Based on any identified deficiencies, and the City’s stated recreation goals
and objectives, a Plan for addressing these needs is offered. The Plan is further expanded to
those projects which are needed and can be financed over the next five (5) years. Other projects
included in the Plan are considered for implementation over a longer time frame.

													

3

Section 1.0
Map 1: New Baltimore Regional Setting

Regional Setting
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New Baltimore is located in an opportunistic area
in Southeast Michigan. Located on the shores
of Lake St. Clair, the City of New Baltimore has
an enormous ability to leverage the power of
this unique natural resource. The City is also
connected to the region through an integrated
transportation network. I-94 and M-29 (23
Mile Road) provide quick access to and from
the community, the local street network links
the residents and visitors to major destinations,
and being only 25 miles north of Detroit, New
Baltimore is still connected to the hub of the
metropolitan region. Chesterfield Township
borders the City to the west and north, while
Anchorville frames the eastern boundary of the
community with Lake St. Clair to the south. New
Baltimore’s regional setting will play an integral
role in the short and long-term parks and
recreation planning efforts of the community.
As this plan is maintained and implemented it
is imperative that all stakeholders acknowledge
the role that New Baltimore will fulfill in the
region.

I

History
French hunters and fur trappers, in 1796, were the first inhabitants of that portion of Macomb
County that later became New Baltimore. They were drawn to this area due to the close proximity
to the Lake and other water features, which was helpful with agriculture and trapping. The first
evidence of a settled community came in 1845, when a Mt. Clemens businessman, Alfred Ashley,
platted 60 acres of land lying in what is today Downtown New Baltimore. This settlement would
become known as the Village of Ashley on September 20, 1851, and quickly became home to a
number of businesses.
Throughout its history, New Baltimore has been linked to the regional economy by virtue of the
City’s access to the waterfront and the region’s transportation network. In its early years, New
Baltimore took advantage of its waterfront location to operate port facilities exporting agriculture
and manufacturing products to other communities. As automobile transportation increased in
importance and travel patterns changed, so did the development of the City. The water and
waterfront were no longer the preferred way to move products and people. Faced with this
realization, the City of New Baltimore transformed into a focal point for resort, commercial, and
recreational activities along the waterfront.
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The community began to thrive again in the early twentieth century due in large part to a number
of major destinations including an opera house, hotels, salt baths, summer and winter recreational
activities, saloons, a brewery and numerous resort and commercial establishments. In 1931 the
City of New Baltimore was officially incorporated. For many years the City remained a hub of
activity.
Today the City of New Baltimore is still known for its proximity to the water, however, the majority
of activity and development within the community has focused more on residential housing and
commercial corridors. The City still boasts a traditional downtown core and many waterfront
amenities with many distinctive features and experiences.
It is evident that the critical mass and interest that once surrounded this community and its
waterfront is no longer as noticeable as it once was. This parks and recreation plan will provide
the community with a great opportunity to recapture the vibrancy that was once attributed to the
City of New Baltimore and its recreational services.

Demographic and Economic Characteristics
In order to develop a parks and recreation plan that is in tune to the current and future needs
of the City, a comprehensive demographic and economic analysis of the community is needed.
The following sub-sections will highlight a number of significant population and household trends
that have shaped the City of New Baltimore. These trends will undoubtedly have an impact on
parks and recreation planning. Beyond how many people live in your community, more refined
demographic and economic data will paint a more polished picture of the residents of the City of
New Baltimore.

Population Analysis
Since the 1950’s the City of New Baltimore has experienced a steady increase in population from
decade to decade. In 1950, the City of New Baltimore had a population of 1,806 individuals.
Over the next three decades the City’s population would increase over 200% to 5,439 residents in
1980. From 1980 to 2000, the City’s population continued to grow at a slower pace adding 1,966
residents, or a 36% increase, to reach a population of 7,405. In 2010 the City of New Baltimore’s
population reached 12,084 residents, which was a 63% increase for the past decade.
Table 1:
Population and
Household

City of New Baltimore Population and Household Analysis
Year

Population

Household

2000

7,405

2,942

2010

12,084

4,434

2035

14,559

5,934
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and SEMCOG
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The City’s population is projected to continue its upward trend over the next couple of decades
with the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments estimating New Baltimore’s population to
reach 14,559 residents by 2035. The number of individuals that reside in a community alone does
not provide an adequate analysis of a community’s residency. Population distribution and density
are important factors to consider when developing comprehensive plans impacting recreational
services, programs, and facilities.
Map 2: Population by Census Blockgroup

New Baltimore
Anchorville
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5,003
4.28

260992200011
1,798

Chesterfield
Township

260992200023
2,670
4.02

743

1.82
4.61

260992200012
735
1.51

1,135

260992200021

1.36

260992200022

I

Legend
2010 Census Block Groups

The 2010 Census established six Block Groups within the City of New Baltimore. These population
nodes establish standard geographies which the Census Bureau utilizes to compute and track
population. Map 2 identifies the Census Block Groups, their population, and the number of
residents per acre within each area. The distribution of the Census Block Groups highlights a
number of interesting aspects of New Baltimore’s population. The six Block Groups range in
population from 5,003 to 735 residents, and in size from 1,171 to 161 acres. Newer suburban
residential development in the northern and eastern portions of the community has increased the
population and density of two Block Groups, 260992200023 and 260992200013.
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The development in these areas has tipped the population scales of the community with the
majority of residents now living in areas north of Green Street. The Census Block Groups that
border the Lake still possess a strong core of residents. These four Block Groups, 260992200022,
260992200021, 260992200012, and 260992200011, account for just over 36% of the City’s
population and combined have a population density of 2.32 residents per acre. When analyzing
the lakefront area it becomes evident that there is no more vacant land to be developed. Any new
residents or development opportunities will most likely occur in the areas north of Green Street.

Age
Age characteristics are useful demographic indicators for parks and recreation planning purposes.
For example, a community’s age composition will help determine the appropriate mix of needed
recreation services and facilities. A younger population suggests the need for more active
recreational services, programs and facilities. An older population would have more demand for
walking trails, exercise areas, dance halls, craft rooms, pool rooms and more passive recreational
amenities. In 1990, the City of New Baltimore’s median age was 33.2, by 2000 it shot up to
36.2, and in 2010 it reached 37.1. Over the past two decades the City’s median age has increased
by almost 4 years. Clearly on the surface this trend illustrates that the City of New Baltimore is
aging, but that does not fully describe the City’s demographic change. Over the past decade New
Baltimore’s median age increased by 0.9. This can be attributed to the increase of population and
the influx of younger families moving to the area. The influx of younger families has stemmed the
aging tide in the City and has made New Baltimore a younger entity compared to Macomb County
(39.9) and the State of Michigan (38.9). By analyzing age groups it becomes evident that younger
families are calling the City of New Baltimore home. Table 3 illustrates New Baltimore’s population
by age groups.

Table 2: Median Age

Median Age Analysis
1990 2000 2010
City of New Baltimore

33.2

36.2

37.1

Macomb County

33.9

36.9

39.9

Michigan

32.6

35.5

38.9

United States

32.9

35.3

37.2

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Table 3: Age Groups
City of New Baltimore Population Change by Age Groups
1990
Age
Under 5
5 to 9
years
10 to 14
years
15 to 19
years
20 to 24
years
25 to 34
years
35 to 44
years
45 to 54
years
55 to 59
years
60 to 64
years
65 to 74
years
75 to 84
years
85 years
and over
Total

Number

Change
19902000

2000
%

Number

Change
20002010

2010

%

Number

%

402

6.93%

540

7.29%

138

856

7.08%

316

363

6.26%

529

7.14%

166

1,049

8.68%

520

404

6.97%

531

7.17%

127

1,040

8.61%

509

418

7.21%

436

5.89%

18

798

6.60%

362

457

7.88%

353

4.77%

-104

530

4.39%

177

1,053

18.16%

1,118

15.10%

65

1,362

11.27%

244

922

15.90%

1,425

19.24%

503

2,233

18.48%

808

645

11.12%

1,099

14.84%

454

1,813

15.00%

714

250

4.31%

401

5.42%

151

640

5.30%

239

204

3.52%

254

3.43%

50

582

4.82%

328

388

6.69%

374

5.05%

-14

684

5.66%

310

241

4.16%

273

3.69%

32

359

2.97%

86

51

0.88%

72

0.97%

21

138

1.14%

66

5,798

100.00%

7,405

100.00%

1,607

12,084

100.00%

4,679

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Between 2000 and 2010 each Census age grouping in the City of New Baltimore increased. While
the 35 to 44 and 45 to 54 age groups still account for 33% of the City’s population, the past
decade saw considerable increases in the Under 5, 5 to 9 years, 10 to 14 years, and 15 to 19 years
groups. In 2010 the four age groups that include all residents 19 years and younger encompass
over 30% (3,743 residents) of the City’s population. In 2000 these groups only contained 27% of
the City’s population. Even though the number of children within the City is growing it is important
to highlight that the elderly age groups in New Baltimore are still increasing. The four age groups
encompassing New Baltimore’s 60 and over population account for 14%, 1,763 residents, of New
Baltimore’s residents.

8

										

Community Analysis

Age by Lifecycle Category
A more understandable picture of the City’s age distribution is possible when individual age groups
shown on the previous table are combined into a smaller number of groups, which more closely
resemble identifiable stages of a normal human lifecycle. Selected categories and the age intervals
that they represent include: pre school (0-4), school (5-19), young adult (20-24), family formation
(25-44), middle-age (45-64), and seniors (65+). The percent of the City’s population that falls
into each of these categories is shown in Table 4 for New Baltimore and Macomb County for 1990,
2000, and 2010.
Table 4: Lifecycle Category
Age By Lifecycle Category Analysis
New Baltimore
1990
Number
Pre-School (Under 5)
School (5-19)
Young Adult (20-24)
Family Formation (2544)
Middle-Age (45-64)
Seniors (65+)
Total

2000
%

Number

2010
%

Number

%

402

6.93%

540

7.29%

856

7.08%

1,185

20.44%

1,496

20.20%

2,887

23.89%

457

7.88%

353

4.77%

530

4.39%

1,975

34.06%

2,543

34.34%

3,595

29.75%

1,099

18.95%

1,754

23.69%

3,035

25.12%

680

11.73%

719

9.71%

1,181

9.77%

5,798

7,405

12,084

Macomb County
1990
Number
Pre-School (Under 5)
School (5-19)
Young Adult (20-24)
Family Formation (2544)
Middle-Age (45-64)
Seniors (65+)
Total

2000
%

Number

2010
%

Number

%

48,914

6.82%

51,062

6.48%

48,815

5.80%

142,682

19.89%

156,675

19.88%

165,810

19.72%

53,688

7.48%

44,772

5.68%

49,511

5.89%

236,119

32.91%

248,217

31.49%

219,832

26.14%

147,540

20.57%

179,772

22.81%

236,830

28.16%

88,457

12.33%

107,651

13.66%

120,180

14.29%

717,400

788,149

840,978
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Each lifecycle category is a useful indicator of population trends. For example a rise in the
pre-school and school age categories would strengthen the need for more youth recreational
services, while an increase in the senior lifecycle category would suggest a need for more passive
recreational services and amenities.
In 1990, the Pre-School lifecycle category accounted for 6.93%, 402 residents, of New Baltimore’s
population. By 2010 the City of New Baltimore had 856 children under the age of 5. This was
a 112% increase for children in this lifecycle category in two decades, however by 2010 children
under the age of 5 still only accounted for 7.08% of New Baltimore’s population. Children in
the School lifecycle category had a more pronounced increase within the City of New Baltimore.
In 1990 the City of New Baltimore had 1,185 children (20.44% of the total population), and in
2010 the number reached 2,887 children (23.89% of the total population). By combining these
two lifecycle categories it becomes evident that in 2010 over 30% of New Baltimore’s population
was under the age of 20. An increase in the Family Formation (25-44) lifecycle category, 3,595
residents (29.75% of the total population) in 2010, also demonstrates New Baltimore’s likelihood
to increase its Pre-School and School numbers.
Analyzing the other spectrum of the lifecycle categories illustrates that the City’s elderly population
is also growing. The number of Seniors (65+) increased from 1990 to 2010 in shear numbers, 680
to 1,181; however the percentage of Seniors as a part of the City’s whole population decreased
from 11.73% to 9.77%. The Middle-Age (45-64) lifecycle category saw a substantial increase in
population. From 2000 to 2010 the number of Middle-Age residents in the City of New Baltimore
went from 1,754 to 3,035 individuals. With over 34% of the City’s population over the age of 45
in 2010, New Baltimore must be sensitive to the fact that this number is going to grow over the
next decade as the Family-Formation residents continue to age.

Gender and Race Characteristics
In 2010 females outnumber males in New Baltimore by 254 persons. Females comprise 51.05%
of the City’s population, compared to 48.95% for males. Since 1990, the proportion of female
residents to males decreased from 51.70% to the current figure of 51.05% percent. New Baltimore’s
percentage of female residents is slightly lower than Macomb County’s figure of 51.40%.
Based on the results of the 2010 Census, 94.36%
of New Baltimore’s population is white. The second
largest race in the City is Black or African American
accounting for 2.75% of the City’s population. The
Hispanic or Latino population of New Baltimore is 221
residents, 1.83% of the City’s total population. Over
the past decade New Baltimore’s racial composition
has changed very little.

10

Table 5: Gender

2010 Male/Female Distribution
Number

%

Females

6,169

51.05%

Males

5,915

48.95%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Table 6: Race

City of New Baltimore Race Analysis 2010
Number
White
Black or Africa American
American Indian and Alaska Native
Asian
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander
Some Other Race
Two or More Races
Total

%

11,402

94.36%

332

2.75%

49

0.41%

104

0.86%

2

0.02%

28

0.23%

167

1.38%

12,084 100.00%
City of New Baltimore Hispanic/Latino Analysis 2010
Number

Hispanic or Latino

221

%
1.83%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Household Characteristics
The population analysis above illustrates that the City of New Baltimore has been experiencing a
considerable rise in population over the past two decades. As the number of individuals within
the City has increased so has the number of
Table 7: Household Size
households. In 1990 the City of New Baltimore
had 2,261 households, by 2000 the household
count reached 2,942, and in 2010 it ballooned
Average Household Size Analysis
to 4,434 households. In two decades New
1990 2000 2010
Baltimore’s household count swelled by 96%,
2.53
2.48
2.72
and as the City added over 2,000 households New Baltimore
the composition of these residences changed.
Macomb County
2.68
2.52
2.51
As the number of households has increased
within the City the average household size has
also increased. In 2000 the average household
size in New Baltimore was 2.48 individuals per

Michigan

2.63

2.56

2.49

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Table 8: Household Characteristics

2010 Household Characteristics
Married
FemaleFamily
Couple
Headed
Households
Families
Households
City of New Baltimore
71.88%
60.04%
8.23%
Macomb County

67.04%

49.68%

12.68%
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

household; by 2010 the City has an average household size of 2.72. This increase in the average
household size can be attributed to the fact that in 2010 of the City’s 4,434 households 71.88% of
them were considered Family Households. Female-Headed Households accounted for 8.23% of
the total number of households in New Baltimore.
Economic characteristics of households also impact recreational opportunities. Household income
levels illustrate varying degrees of wealth and poverty within a community. By understanding the
diverse income levels of a community, an individual or organization can better recognize the ability
for residents to support recreational activities. For example, a household with higher income levels
will have more opportunities to participate in a wider range of recreational activities, especially
those with associated fees.
Table 9: Household Characteristics
The opposite will generally
be true for households with
2010 Household Income Analysis
lower incomes.
In 2010 the City of New
Baltimore had an average
household
income
of
$88,222.
This is almost
$13,000 over the County’s
average household income
of $75,313.
A greater
percentage of New Baltimore
residents have an average
household
income
over
$75,000 than is the case for
Macomb County. The largest
household income category
for New Baltimore is $100,000
- $149,999, encompassing
over 21% of all households in
the community. Comparably
only 16.40% of all the City’s
household incomes are

12

New Baltimore
Number

%

Macomb County
%

Less than $15,000

319

7.00%

7.40%

$15,000 - $24,999

232

5.10%

7.30%

$25,000 - $34,999

196

4.30%

8.10%

$35,000 - $49,999

469

10.30%

13.50%

$50,000 - $74,999

951

20.90%

24.00%

$75,000 - $99,999

847

18.60%

15.90%

$100,000 - $149,999

974

21.40%

16.60%

$150,000 - $199,999

387

8.50%

4.60%

$200,000+

178

3.90%

2.60%

4,552

100.00%

100.00%

Total
Average Household Income

$88,222.00

$75,313.00

Source: ESRI Business Analyst Online 2011
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$34,999 and below, while 22.80% of the County’s household incomes fall within those parameters.
New Baltimore also boasts 178 (4%) households with an average household income of $200,000+.

Labor Force Participation

Table 10: Labor Force

In 2010, the City of New Baltimore
City of New Baltimore Labor Force Characteristics
had a resident civilian labor force
1990
2000
2010
of 5,263, which is 43.55% of the
City’s total population. Since Civilian Labor Force
2,953
4,036
5,263
1990, the City’s labor force
Employed
2,760
3,878
4,705
has grown by over 78%. The
193
158
558
increase in the City’s labor force Unemployed
can be attributed to a number of
Source: ESRI Business Analyst Online 2011
factors ranging from the increase
in population to the increased participation of females in the labor force. Regardless, the more
robust labor force a community possesses the more opportunity there is for local economic
prosperity. As a local economy grows, the community has the ability to invest in many community
and cultural amenities including parks and recreation services.

Disability Characteristics
Planned improvements to the City’s park and recreation system should consider the needs of any
special population groups, particularly those with physical handicaps that may prevent them from
having access to recreation facilities and services available to other City residents. Information
on the disability status of the population was collected as part of the 2000 Census. For the City
of New Baltimore, 10.23% of all residents 5 years and older or 1,237 individuals, have a disability.
Comparably 15.12% of all Macomb County residents 5 years and older live with a disability. New
Baltimore has a higher percentage of residents with disabilities in the 16 to 64 years and 65
years and over age categories than Macomb County, 16.57% to 15.20% and 50.28% to 41.46%
respectively.
Table 11: Disability

2000 Disability Characteristics
5 to 15 years

City of New Baltimore
Macomb County

16 to 64 years

65 years and over

# With
Disabilities

% of
total
Pop. 5
to 15

# With
Disabilities

% of
total
Pop. 16
to 64

# With
Disabilities

% of
total
Pop. 65
and over

58

5.13%

822

16.57%

357

50.28%

6938

5.87%

77159

15.20%

43033

41.46%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Demographic Considerations
The information evaluated in the preceding demographic and economic analysis has significant
impact on parks and recreation planning for the City of New Baltimore. The single most impactful
conclusion is the reality that the City of New Baltimore is a growing community. With a steady
influx of new residents, the City has an ability to leverage higher population and household counts
into strategic investments in parks and recreation. As new residents begin to integrate themselves
into New Baltimore, parks and recreation services, programs, and amenities can be an initial link
to their new home. This means both a financial and administrative commitment from the City,
however this community commitment can lead to civic pride and desirability.
Beyond sheer population and household increases, the City must acknowledge the rise in children
and seniors. By all accounts the City of New Baltimore should continue to see a rise in children
within the community due to the rise in young families now residing in the community. These
children will not only need basic community services such as schools and safe neighborhoods, they
will also drive the demand for parks and recreation services. From playgrounds, to little league, to
dance classes, New Baltimore has the capabilities to engage the City’s youth. With regards to the
elderly it is evident that as a whole, our region, county, and local communities are becoming more
and more grey. It is vital that New Baltimore connect with its elderly population and ensure that
these individuals remain dynamic members of society. The City’s seniors have invested in New
Baltimore. In some cases these individuals have lived in the community for decades, and one way
the City can repay this loyalty is providing the elderly with parks and recreation services. Utilizing
scenic parks, walking paths, and wellness activities, New Baltimore can facilitate programs and
services that will engage the City’s elderly population.
As each day passes the numbers will change. Next month it could be more household wealth. Next
year it could be more children. Next decade it could be more elderly. Regardless of the numbers,
parks and recreation must be an essential service supported by the City of New Baltimore. Parks
and Recreation programs, services, and amenities are a prime ingredient in the City’s future
prosperity. Each community has homes, businesses, and roads; however not every community
has a beach, or a waterfront park, or a recreation center. A pledge to parks and recreation provides
your community with the ability to set yourself apart. This Plan is the first step in that pledge to
parks and recreation. The following sections will provide the City of New Baltimore with a practical
set of goals and objectives that will pledge the community’s commitment to parks and recreation.

Community Land Use and Natural Features
One of the most essential functions when planning for parks and recreation is analyzing land.
The distribution of land uses, natural features, and development patterns will impact where a
community can and should invest in parks and recreation resources. For example, new residential
developments provide opportunities to link parks with growing population clusters, pristine natural
areas allow for a community to highlight environmental stewardship, and exclusive recreational
zoning districts protect and preserve land for parks and other recreation infrastructure.
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By analyzing land uses and natural features the City of New Baltimore can better integrate parks
and recreation into the existing community fabric.

Land Use
Currently the City of New Baltimore is comprised of 2,958.8 acres of land. As an evolving suburban
community, the most prevalent land use classification within the City is Residential. Single-Family
Residential is the largest land use classification in New Baltimore accounting for 1,151.8 acres,
38.93% of total land. Multi-Family Residential and Manufactured Home Parks round out residential
land uses in New Baltimore, and account for 95.6 acres of land, 3.23% of total land. All together,
residential uses cover 40% of New Baltimore’s total land. The predominance of residential land
uses illustrates that New Baltimore has a commitment to establishing new, and nurture existing,
residential developments that will provide the City with a stable population and tax base. Beyond
residential, the City also has established core areas for private business functions.
New Baltimore has established a number of core areas for commercial uses. Covering 118.3 acres,
4.00% of total land, Commercial development is generally located along major thoroughfares and
within the City’s traditional downtown area. The City also has a concentration of Industrial uses
located primarily in the areas surrounding Industrial Road on the east side of the City. In total
New Baltimore has 69.3 acres, 2.34% of total land, attributed to Industrial Uses ranging from large
scale manufacturing facilities to specialty tooling companies. The City of New Baltimore also has
set aside land for Transportation and
Table 12: Land Use
Utility providers within the Community.
Currently the City has 420.5 acres,
New Baltimore 2010 Land Use Summary
14.21% of total land, throughout the
community set aside for Transportation
Acreage
%
and Utility services. Beyond residential,
Agriculture
8.5
0.29%
commercial, and industrial uses,
New Baltimore facilitates a mixture
Commercial
118.3
4.00%
of significant land use classifications
Industrial
69.3
2.34%
that provide the City with the ability
to strengthen its parks and recreation
Institutional
208.0
7.03%
services and preserve the City’s
Manufactured Home Park
2.2
0.07%
natural beauty.
The City of New
Baltimore utilizes four distinct land use
Multi-Family Residential
93.4
3.16%
classifications to fortify its community
Open Space
746.9
25.24%
character: Agriculture, Institutional,
Open Space, and Recreation. The New
Recreation
139.9
4.73%
Baltimore land use analysis highlighted
Single Family Residential
1,151.8
38.93%
139.9 acres, 4.73% of total land, set
aside exclusively for Recreational Uses.
Transportation & Utilities
420.5
14.21%
Total Acreage

2,958.8

100.00%
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The Recreational land use classification includes Cedar Glenn Golf Course, portions of Maynard
“Red” Aurand Memorial Park and Walter and Mary Burke Park, and a number of residential
subdivision pocket parks. The City’s remaining parks and recreation parcels are classified under
the Institutional and Open Space land use categories. Institutional land uses include City owned
properties, schools, places of worship, and parks. Currently 208.0 acres, 7.03% of total land, are
classified as Institutional uses.
Map 3: Land Use

Legend
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SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL
TRANSPORTATION UTILITIES

The City of New Baltimore Recreation Center, Reudisale Pointe Park, Reginald-Brady Park, Anchor
Bay Schools Complex, Nature Trail Park, and portions of Walter and Mary Burke Park and May
“Red” Aurand Memorial Park are all classified under the Institutional land use category. The City
also has large tracts of Open Space accounting for 746.9 acres, 25.24% of total land. The greatest
concentrations of open space in New Baltimore are located east of County Line Road and in the
upper northwest corner of the community near 25 Mile Road and Ridge Road.
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At present, land classified for Agricultural purposes includes 8.5 acres, less than .3% of total land.
The agricultural enclave in New Baltimore is located in the northeastern corner of the community
along County Line Road. Leveraging these four land use categories, New Baltimore has been able
to preserve its natural features and plan for adequate parks and recreation amenities.

Natural Features
The City’s most evident and influential natural feature is water. The physical geography of the
community is formed by the shores of Lake St. Clair, and a number of water courses that meander
throughout the community adding natural beauty. The City’s strategic location along the Lake
provides it with an abundance of community, economic, and physical development opportunities.
With over four miles of shoreline, New Baltimore has a distinctive landscape that is home to
unrivaled residential, commercial, and recreational uses. These water elements have defined
the City of New Baltimore. They have evolved from being a hub of commerce and industry to
the staging ground of some of the most remarkable quality of life experiences around. New
Baltimore also enjoys a number of unique conservation areas inland. These areas catalogued by
the Michigan Natural Features Inventory (MNFI) identify “Potential Conservation Areas” that are
dominated by native vegetation, water features, and unique natural features.
Map 4: Natural Features
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The City of New Baltimore possesses four of these MNFI sites, two of which have been integrated
into existing developments and two of which are in predominately open space areas. These MNFI
sites are prime areas of natural beauty and environmental stewardship.
Unlike many communities, New Baltimore has exceptional natural features. The City has a unique
opportunity to leverage these natural assets for future investments. As the City seeks to invest
in parks and recreation amenities it would greatly benefit the community and environment to
embrace these natural assets. Incorporating the pristine beauty of the community with recreational
infrastructure will illustrate to users how distinctive and special New Baltimore’s setting is.
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Section 2.0

Administrative Structure
The planning, development, and maintenance of a comprehensive parks and recreation system
cannot be accomplished without a unified administrative structure. A web of elected officials,
boards, commissions, administrators, staffers, and volunteers is needed to ensure that investments
are made soundly and services are delivered efficiently. From developing annual budgets to
staffing fitness classes the administrative structure surrounding parks and recreation is vital to
current operations and future accomplishments.
The following section will detail the City of New Baltimore’s Parks and Recreation Administrative
Structure. Currently the City of New Baltimore Parks and Recreation services are managed and
administered by the following entities: New Baltimore City Council (elected), New Baltimore Parks
and Recreation Commission (appointed), and the City of New Baltimore Recreation Department.

Table 13: New Baltimore Parks and Recreation Organization Chart

Residents of the City of New Baltimore

Mayor

City Council

Assistant to the Mayor

Parks and Recreation Commission

Parks and Recreation Director

Full-time Position

Part-time Position

Seasonal Staff

DPS Superintendent

Contract

DPS Labor

City Council
The New Baltimore City Council is the governing body of the City. The six member council oversees
the general administration of the City including the City’s general operating budget and capital
improvement funds for parks and recreation facilities. By having control over the City’s finances
the City Council is the definitive authority on how parks and recreation services and facilities will
be delivered to the community.
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Commission of Parks and Recreation
The City of New Baltimore Parks and Recreation Commission was created on March 12th 1990 by
City Ordinance No. 34. The Ordinance established a seven member commission appointed by the
Mayor with the consent of the City Council. The Ordinance directs the Commission to perform the
following duties and responsibilities:
1.

Review, consider, discuss and make recommendations to the City Council relative 		
to present and future needs and requirements of the city and its residents for parks and
recreation facilities.

2.

Review, consider, discuss and make recommendations to the city council and to the mayor
relative to rules and regulations for public parks and recreation facilities and activities 		
within the city.

3.

Review, consider and discuss with the director of parks and recreation and make			
recommendations to the director of parks and recreation regarding the programs and 		
activities of the city with respect to parks and recreation and the policies, rules and 		
procedures governing such programs and activities.

4.

Review, consider, discuss and make recommendations on such issues, matters, topics, 		
questions, and city projects and programs related to parks and recreation as shall be 		
requested by either the mayor or the city council.

The duties and responsibilities of the commission of parks and recreation shall be supplemental to
and shall not overlap or interfere with the powers and duties of the director of parks and recreation.

City of New Baltimore Recreation Department
The New Baltimore Recreation Department was established by City Council in 1970. The mission
of the New Baltimore Recreation Department is to “Provide a wide variety of leisure and cultural
activities, special events, facilities and programs that encourage health, fitness, relaxation, cultural
enrichment and learning as well as opportunities for community involvement in a safe, clean,
wholesome environment to meet the needs of our growing community. Our programs seek to
complement existing programs offered by other community groups.” Under the leadership of the
Parks and Recreation Director, the Department utilizes an integrated staff of full-time employees,
part-time employees, contractual workers, and volunteers to administer the wide variety of
programs, activities, and services. The Director also coordinates with the Anchor Bay School
District for use of their facilities for activities and programs to be offered through the Parks and
Recreation Department. Beyond programs and activities the Recreation Department works closely
with the Mayor, City Council, Public Works Department, and Parks and Recreation Commission to
maintain, develop, and acquire parks and recreation facilities.
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City of New Baltimore Recreation Center

Recreation Programming
The City of New Baltimore Recreation Department offers a diverse range of recreation programs
and activities, which include instructional classes, athletic competition and special events for all
age groups. Programs are geared towards a seasonal schedule with activities administered in the
Spring/Summer sessions and the Fall/Winter sessions. These programs change from time-to-time
to reflect the needs and preferences of City residents. Residents from adjoining communities are
permitted to participate in these programs. The City attempts to coordinate programming with
Chesterfield and Ira Township so that different activities are offered in each community.
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Recreation Budget
On an annual cycle, the City of New Baltimore prepares a budget to execute parks and recreation
services, programs, and facilities. This process sets aside annual expenditures for the department,
building and grounds, seasonal expenditures, and activities funds. The 2010/2011 Parks and
Recreation Budget totaled $580,162 with the largest line item being Department expenditures,
including salaries and fringe benefits, accounting for $239,541. Currently the 2011/2012 Parks
and Recreation Budget is set at $532,798 with the largest line item being Department expenditures
again totaling $226,655. Maintenance for the City parks is the responsibility of the City’s Department
of Public Service (DPS) and the cost associated with this maintenance is included in “Building and
Grounds” portion of the table. The City’s general fund is the primary source of revenue for the
Recreation Department. User fees are charged for programs and leagues but are not shown as
revenues to offset the expenditures. A complete breakdown of the current budget and prior year’s
budget are illustrated in the corresponding chart.

Table 13: New Baltimore Parks and Recreation Budget Analysis

New Baltimore Parks and Recreation Budget
2010/11 Budget

2011/12 Budget

Parks and Recreation
Department Expenditures

$239,541

$226,655

Building and Grounds:
Recreation Center

$74,519

$70,753

Building and Grounds:
Park/Pavilion Expenditures

$163,421

$134,275

Parks and Recreation: Summer
Expenditures

$64,881

$63,399

Parks and Recreation: Baseball
Expenditures

$37,800

$37,716

$580,162

$532,798

Total:
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Parks & Recreation Inventory
When a community seeks to develop a comprehensive parks and recreation master plan it is
imperative to catalogue existing parks and recreation facilities. An extensive inventory of parks
and recreation facilities will allow a community to highlight its assets, develop linkages, build off
of innovative trends, and point out any gaps in services. Beginning with a community’s existing
recreational framework all stakeholders involved can begin to develop modern strategies that
will propel parks and recreation to new levels. In October 2011, officials from the City of New
Baltimore and representatives from the Macomb County Department of Planning and Economic
Development preformed a wide-ranging inventory of the City’s parks and recreation facilities. The
following section will provide a complete inventory of parks and recreation facilities within the City
of New Baltimore, and highlight major facilities in surrounding areas. The section will begin with
an overview of the regional parks and recreation environment, highlighting state and regional
parks and recreation destinations surrounding the City of New Baltimore. The inventory will then
focus on the parks and recreation facilities owned and operated by the City of New Baltimore. An
analysis of facilities owned by other agencies within the City of New Baltimore will also be included
in this section.

State and Regional Inventory
It is imperative that the City of New Baltimore understand that parks and recreation cannot be
provided in a silo. A myopic approach to parks and recreation planning will restrain the dynamic
and engaging characteristics of parks and recreation. The City of New Baltimore is nestled in a
region that has a wealth of parks and recreation destinations. As a region, Southeast Michigan
has illustrated a longstanding commitment to parks and recreation. From major park systems to
wildlife preservation areas, the State of Michigan and the Huron-Clinton Metroparks Authority have
established a network of services and facilities that provide users of all abilities and interests with
plentiful parks and recreation destinations.
Sixteen (16) State parks and recreation areas are located in the five-county region surrounding
New Baltimore. In total these state recreation facilities encompass over 50,000 acres of land.
These state facilities offer a wide range of parks and recreation services including trails, swimming,
fishing, boating, picnicking, camping, nature preserves, cross-country skiing, and many others.
The only State Park located in Macomb County is the undeveloped Wetzel State Recreation Area.
This 900+ acre site is an undeveloped park providing areas for hiking, hunting, snowmobiling and
cross-country skiing.
The Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA) is a regional park system created by the Citizens
of Southeast Michigan in the 1940’s. This regional parks authority provides recreational and
educational opportunities while serving as stewards of the natural environment. HCMA believes
that the use of parks and exposure to natural environments enhance society’s health and quality
of life.
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Map 5: State and Regional Parks & Recreation Facilities

Macomb County is home to
three HCMA parks: Stony Creek
Metropark located in Washington
Township; Wolcott Mill Metropark
located in Ray Township; and Lake
St. Calir Metro Park located in
Harrison Township. Each of these
facilities offers a wide array of
parks and recreation opportunities
at a grand scale. From the public
beach at Lake St. Calir Metropark,
to the Farm Center at Wolcott Mill,
to the golf course at Stony Creek
each park attracts large amounts
of visitors from around the region.
Each of the noted facilities has a
profound impact on recreation in
New Baltimore. Residents of the
City are users of these facilities and
it is important for New Baltimore
to understand how it can leverage
and learn from the success of these
parks and recreation destinations.
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Macomb County operates a system
of parks and recreation opportunities through a network of elected officials, administrators, and
commissions. County Executive Mark A. Hackel works in chorus with the Macomb County Board
of Commissioners, the Macomb County Parks and Recreation Commission, the Macomb Orchard
Trail Commission, and a network of County Departments in developing strategies and programs
for parks and recreation. Currently, Macomb County oversees only one active parks and recreation
amenity, the Macomb Orchard Trail. This 27 mile non-motorized trail is the anchor of Macomb
County’s regional trail network, and is managed by the Macomb Orchard Trail Commission. The
County is also an active partner in the operations surrounding the Freedom Trail, which is a nonmotorized trail traversing Sterling Heights, Clinton Township, Harrison Township, and ending at
Lake St. Clair Metropark.
Lake Erie Metropark

Macomb County also owns Freedom Hill County Park, a 100+ acre park facility located in Sterling
Heights. Currently the parks major facilities and operations, including the festival grounds, concert
pavilion, and indoor recreation center, are closed due to budgetary constraints.
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However, the County continues to provide passive recreation opportunities on the site including
picnic areas and non-motorized paths. Future plans and operations surrounding Freedom Hill
continue to be discussed by County Officials and vested stakeholders. Even though Macomb
County is not currently involved in the active operation of large-scale parks and recreation facilities,
the County remains an active participant in the planning and development of regional and local
parks and recreation programs.
At the local level Macomb
County
has
had
a
longstanding commitment
to providing local units of
government with assistance
in developing local parks
and recreation plans and
grant
administration/
assistance. Macomb County
has leveraged partnerships
and administrative resources
to fortify local parks and
recreation programs.
At
the regional level, Macomb
County has taken a more
active approach to promoting
the potential surrounding
Lake St. Clair. Focusing on
public access, recreational
opportunities,
and
environmental stewardship,
Macomb County is a
leading force behind the
revitalization of Lake St.
Clair. As Macomb County
continues to evolve under its
newly established Executive
form of government, elected
officials, staff, and volunteers
will ensure that parks and
recreation facilities and
services will continue to be
an important public priority.

Map 6: Macomb County Parks & Recreation Facilities
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City of New Baltimore Inventory
The City of New Baltimore has a desirable foundation of parks and recreation facilities that service
the community. In total there are 11 parks and recreation facilities in the City of New Baltimore.
Of these 11 facilities, there are 7 owned and operated by the City of New Baltimore, 1 administered
by a joint public/private partnership between the City and Bay-Rama Inc, 1 facility managed under
the authority of Anchor Bay Public Schools, and 2 operated by private entities. Collectively, these
facilities account for 320 acres of land scattered throughout the community incorporating unique
landscapes and settings. From large tracts of open space to the core of the City’s downtown,
these parks and recreation facilities are ingrained in the community fabric.
Map 7: New Baltimore Parks & Recreation Facilities

Legend
Walter and Mary Burke Park
Recreation Center
Maynard "Red" Aurand Memorial Park
County Line Park
Nature Trail Park
Ruedisale Point Park
Reginald Brady Park

I

Anchor Bay Schools/Aquatic Center
Festival Park
0

0.125 0.25

0.5

0.75

1

Miles
1.25

Cedar Glen Golf Course
Schmid Marina

In order to adequately inventory these facilities for the community, and meet the requirements set
forth by the State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources “Guidelines for the Development
of Community Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans”, the following section will
extensively review each facility. For each facility the following information will be catalogued: park
name, park size, park description, accessibility assessments, park map, and photographs. As the
City of New Baltimore embarks on this comprehensive parks and recreation planning process, this
inventory of existing facilities will be the groundwork for future parks and recreation aspirations.
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New Baltimore Public Parks and Recreation Facilities
Park Name: Walter and Mary Burke Park
Park Size: 5.5 acres
Park Description: Walter and Mary Burke Park is a destination community park. As one of the
few public access points along Lake St. Clair, residents and visitors alike frequent the park to bask
in the natural beauty of the lake and enjoy multiple aquatic assets, including a public beach, pier,
and a canoe/kayak launch. With over 400 feet of frontage on Lake St. Clair, Walter and Mary
Burke Park provides a recreational setting unlike any in the county. Walter and Mary Burke Park
possesses a number of additional parks and recreation amenities including: playscapes, swing
sets, picnic areas, pavilions, and restrooms. A future dock system is proposed for the old beach to
accommodate transient boaters. The northwest corner of this site houses the City’s water filtration
plant and water tower. The plant occupies about a third of the overall parcel.
Accessibility Assessments: (4) Walter and Mary Burke Park meets accessibility guidelines.
Walter and Mary Burke Park Entrance

Walter and Mary Burke Park Playground
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Map 8: Walter and Mary Burke Park
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Park Name: City of New Baltimore Parks and Recreation Center
Park Size: 0.6 acres (Facility Size: 4,500 sg. ft.)
Park Description: The City of New Baltimore Recreation Center is located in the heart of Downtown
New Baltimore at the corner of Washington Street and Main Street. This 4,500 sq ft facility is the
staging ground for many of the community’s parks and recreation events and programming. As
a multi-purpose facility, the Recreation Center is a community gathering place bringing residents
together. The facility includes a reception area, small meeting area, and a multi-purpose room
which houses all of the classes including gymnastics, dance, aerobics, and crafts, amongst other
activities.
As currently situated, the City of New Baltimore Recreation Center is unable to fully accommodate
many programs and activities favored by the general public. Since many programs cannot be
offered at this time throughout the community, they are either provided through private recreation
facilities or through surrounding communities’ facilities. It is the desire of the community to build
a new recreation center or occupy an existing building in the near future in order to make way for
the development of the waterfront block currently owned by the city.
Accessibility Assessments: (4) The City of New Baltimore Recreation Center meets accessibility
guidelines.
City of New Baltimore Recreation Center

31

								

Parks & Recreation Inventory

Map 9: New Baltimore Recreation Center
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Park Name: Reginald Brady Park
Park Size: 1.8 acres

Reginald Brady Park Vista

Park
Description:
Reginald Brady Park is
a neighborhood park
located
in-between
Reginald Street and Brady
Street on the shores of
Lake St. Clair. This 1.8
acre boulevard park is
nestled in a residential
neighborhood
and
provides residents with
a passive recreational
area.
Reginald Brady
Park offers areas for
picnics, scenic views of
Lake St. Clair, and a small
garden area.
Tucked
away,
this
secluded
recreational
enclave
surround by mature
trees is a community treasure that allows residents to interact with the beauty of Lake St. Clair in
a calm and inviting area.
Accessibility Assessments: (4) Reginald Brady Park meets accessibility guidelines.

Reginald Brady Park Greenspace
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Map 10: Reginald Brady Park
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Section 3.0
Park Name: Ruedisale Point Park
Park Size: 6.9 acres (including bottomlands)

Ruedisale Point Park Picnic Area

Park Description: Ruedisale Point Park
is a 6.9 acre community park site located
in the southeast portion of the City at
the terminus of Ruedisale Street along
Anchor Bay. This shoreline recreation
facility provides users with a number of
amenities including playscapes, picnic
areas, grills, and portable restroom
facilities in the summer months. The
site’s orientation and proximity to the
Lake have caused concerns for shoreline
stabilization of the park. A 1991 shoreline
study by the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources highlighted concerns
with erosion of the shoreline into the
lake. The City will continue to examine
and invest in ways to preserve the Park’s shoreline. One potential solution the City has explored
is reclaiming portions of the sites bottomlands in order to expand the size of this waterfront
park. The City has invested in the park through grading and seeding portions of the site which
are primarily used for picnics and passive recreation. There have also been discussions about
promoting the park as a dog friendly facility by adding canine amenities.
Accessibility Assessments: (4) Ruedisale Point Park meets accessibility guidelines.

Ruedisale Point Park Shoreline
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Ruedisale Point Park Passive Rec Area
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Map 11: Ruedisale Point Park
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Section 3.0
Park Name: Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial Park
Park Size: 48.3 acres (including the
protected greenspace and Oakwood
Cemetery)

Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial Park

Park Description: Maynard “Red”
Aurand Memorial Park is the largest
active parks and recreation facility
in the City of New Baltimore. This
community park is located at the corner
of Huntley Street and 24 Mile Road,
and is a major parks and recreation
destination.
Maynard “Red” Aurand
Memorial Park houses many parks
and recreation services including: two
baseball diamonds, basketball courts,
soccer fields, a covered pavilion, a skate
park, an outdoor ice rink, a sledding hill,
a children’s playscape, and permanent
bathroom facilities. The site also contains an exercise pathway that is utilized all year round.
The City is interested in exploring opportunities to invest in a tow rope for the sledding hill. The
park is also connected to a protected greenspace, just south of the major park site, and Oakwood
Cemetery, just east of the major park site. Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial Park is a preeminent
parks and recreation facility within the City of New Baltimore. With thousands of visitors each
year, this facility is a prime example of the positive impact that parks and recreation can have on
a community.
Accessibility Assessments:
guidelines.

(4) Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial Park meets accessibility

Maynard “Red” Aurand Playground
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Map 12: Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial Park
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Section 3.0
Park Name: County Line Park
Park Size: 10.1 acres
Park Description: County Line Park is currently an undeveloped 10-acre site. The park is located
on the east side of County Line Road, south of Crapeau Creek. As a large track of undeveloped
greenspace the City of New Baltimore is considering a number of parks and recreation improvements
to this site.
Accessibility Assessments: Undeveloped Park

Map 13: County Line Park
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Park Name: Nature Trails Park
Park Size: 34.6 acres
Park Description: Nature Trails Park was recently added to the New Baltimore Parks system as
a result of the property being acquired by the City in a settlement. The City has taken steps to
return the site to its natural habitat. Nature Trails Park is located next to Cedar Glen Golf Club
and is north of St. Clair Drive next to Maple Creek Subdivision. There is currently a soft pathway
system meandering through the park conducive to bird watching, running, and cross country skiing
in the winter. Future development will include parking areas, restrooms and possible conversion
to an 8’ asphalt pathway.
Accessibility Assessments: (3) The park is in the development stage; however most of the
facilities meet accessibility guidelines.
Map 14: Nature Trails Park
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Section 3.0

School Parks and Recreation Facilities
Park Name: Anchor Bay School District Site
Park Size: 67.0 acres
Park Description: The Anchor Bay School District owns approximately 67 acres of land on the
east side of Washington Street in the heart of New Baltimore. This is the location for Ashley
Elementary, Lighthouse Elementary, Anchor Bay Middle School, an administration building, and the
Anchor Bay Aquatic Center. Recreation facilities on this site include playground equipment, three
(3) multi-purpose rooms, seven (7) baseball diamonds, soccer fields, a 1.25-mile oval track, an
athletic field and a concession/restroom building.
The Anchor Bay Aquatic Center opened in April of 1999. The facility is owned by the Anchor Bay
School District and is located on the east side of Washington. The center is 24,000 square feet in
size and maintains an L-shaped pool for high school competition. Additionally, the pool has a ramp
for disabled swimmers and a computerized maintenance system. Besides the pool, the center
includes a sports shop, fitness/stretching room, locker rooms, a meeting room, and faculty offices.
Accessibility Assessments: (4) Anchor Bay School District Site meets accessibility guidelines.
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Private Parks and Recreation Facilities
Park Name: Cedar Glen Golf Course
Park Size: 114.7 acres
Park Description: Cedar Glen Golf Club is an 18-hole privately owned public golf course located
on the south side of 25 Mile Road.
Accessibility Assessments: (4) Cedar Glen Golf Course meets accessibility guidelines.

Map 16: Cedar Glen Golf Course
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Section 3.0
Park Name: Festival Park (Bay-Rama Site)
Park Size: 31.1 acres

Festival Park Entrance

Park Description: The Bay-Rama
organization, a non-profit organization
dedicated to the provision of recreation
facilities to the City, currently owns a
31 acre site off of St. Clair Drive in the
center of the City. The site is planned
to eventually be developed as a sports
and family park. The majority of all
tree clearing has been completed
at the site and additional grading to
accommodate future sports fields and
a picnic area is planned in the near
future. The site is being developed as
a sports and family park and, to date,
8 ½ acres have been transformed
into 2 full-size soccer fields, and a 100
car parking lot. This portion of the
facility has been donated to the City for further upkeep and maintenance. A one-mile walking
path has been developed around the perimeter of the park with several access points. Future park
improvements seek to establish 2 playscapes on the site. An additional access point from Orson
Street into Festival Park is desired along with foot bridge over the Crapeau Creek. A picnic area
will be developed and the entire park will be lighted in the near future.
Accessibility Assessments: (4) Festival Park meets accessibility guidelines.
Festival Park Greenspace
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Festival Park Storage
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Map 17: Festival Park
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Section 3.0
Park Name: Schmid Marina
Park Size: 19.5
Park Description: Schmid Marina is a private marina located on Taylor Street, southwest of
downtown on Anchor Bay. Currently the future of this site is uncertain. City Administrators have
engaged the current owners of the site and it is evident that the facility may be for sale. The
City of New Baltimore understands the strategic importance of this site due to its location on the
waterfront and its nautical amenities. The City of New Baltimore is interested in exploring the
feasibility of this site with other vested stakeholders, including Macomb County, to understand if
this facility could become a paramount parks and recreation facility within the City.
Accessibility Assessments: (4) Schmid Marina meets accessibility guidelines.

Map 18: Schmid Marina
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Section 4.0

Planning and Public Input Process
The City of New Baltimore employed a number of planning and public input techniques to develop
this Parks and Recreation Master Plan. In order to adequately engage a comprehensive network
of stakeholders the City of New Baltimore utilized the Parks and Recreation Commission, Parks
and Recreation staff and volunteers, City Council, City Administrators, the Macomb County
Department of Planning and Economic Development (MCPED) and comments/interactions from
the general public to craft the strategies set forth in this document. The following section will
highlight the planning and public input procedures taken by these vested groups of stakeholders to
develop a comprehensive plan refining parks and recreation facilities, programs and services. This
process allowed the community to analyze existing conditions and resources, strategize for future
investments, and cultivate a forward thinking approach to the next era of parks and recreation
within the City of New Baltimore.

Planning Methods
To facilitate a professional and impactful planning experience, the City of New Baltimore invited
MCPED to assist in the development of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. Planning staff from
the County were brought in to tabulate data, assess existing resources, and facilitate workshops
and informational sessions. When the City and MCPED began to compile the data and resources
for the foundation of this Parks and Recreation Master Plan it became evident that the most
appropriate means of planning would be a systems based approach.
The systems approach to planning was developed by James D. Mertes and James R. Hall for the
National Recreation and Park Association in 1995. This planning approach is a process of assessing
the park, recreation, and open space needs of a community and translating that information into a
framework for meeting the physical, spatial, and facility requirements to satisfy those needs. The
City and its planning stakeholders decided to apply this planning method because it considered
all parks and recreation facilities, programs and services as a part of larger structure. A new
playground at one park would not just change the physical environment of that single facility, or
a new senior citizen program at the recreation center would not just need space and volunteers
to hold the event. Each decision can influence additional elements of the parks and recreation
system within the City. A single strategy or investment has the ability to alter user patterns and
increase or decrease additional parks and recreation needs. It is this interlinkage between parks
and recreation facilities, programs and services that creates a dynamic atmosphere where the City
must continually evaluate and create appropriate policies and procedures for parks and recreation.
In order to affectively utilize this system based approach, the City founded this Parks and
Recreation Master Plan on a wide-ranging inventory of all the community’s parks and recreation
facilities. Presented in Section 3.0, the inventory illustrates existing conditions and amenities
located throughout the community. This inventory, coupled with the demographic analysis created
for the Community Description, has become the baseline for future planning and investment. In
the following section the plan will highlight a series of goals and objectives that will lead New
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Baltimore into the next 5 years of parks and recreation prosperity. The goals and objectives will
then be linked to a strategic plan of action that recommends specific parks and recreation projects
to be undertaken over the lifespan of this document. Each goal, objective and subsequent action
plan was crafted with the intent to create a more comprehensive system of parks and recreation
services within New Baltimore.

Public Input Process
The City of New Baltimore took great strides to engage the general public in the development of
this Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The City utilized the Parks and Recreation Commission as
the primary sounding board for any comments and input regarding the Plan. At the Commissions
monthly public meetings the City promoted an open invitation to members of the general public to
comment and participate in the development of the Plan. Over the span of five months the Parks
and Recreation Commission discussed and drafted different elements of the plan at each of its
meetings. The following sections were presented at Parks and Recreation Commission meetings:
•
•
•
•

October 6th 2011 – Plan Development Timeline and Strategy
November 3rd 2011 – Community Description/Administrative Structure
December 1st 2011 – Parks and Recreation Inventory
January 5th 2012 – Scheduled Public Workshop Developing Goals, Objectives, and Action
Plan

The draft plan was completed in early 2012 and was published for the 30 day review period
on Thursday January 12th 2012. During the 30 day review period the general public had an
opportunity to review the Plan at City Hall and it was available on the Community’s website. On
Monday February 2nd, in the midst of the thirty day review period, the Parks and Recreation
Commission had one final public workshop to incorporate any additional comments on the draft
plan. The 30 day review period ended on February 13th 2012, and the Prks and Recreation
Commission finalized the document and sent it to City Council for a public hearing and final
approval. The public hearing for the proposed Parks and Recreation Master Plan was held on
February 27th 2012. The City Council approved and adopted the Parks and Recreation Master
Plan on Monday February 27th 2012. Over a span of five months the residents of the City of New
Baltimore had 6 opportunities at public meetings to provide input on the plan. At each meeting
members of the public were encouraged to ask questions and provide feedback on the documents
progress. In the end, the City of New Baltimore strongly believes that it has created a Parks and
Recreation Master Plan that is in lockstep with the will of the public.

													

48

Section 5.0
Goals & Objectives

City of New Baltimore
Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Section 5.0

Goals & Objectives
Parks and recreation is a system of services that is administered by a dynamic network of elected
officials, public administrators and volunteers. This system is effectively administered and guided
by goals and objectives. In preparing this Parks and Recreation Master Plan the City of New
Baltimore created a series of goals and objectives that will act as benchmarks for the City over the
next 5 years. These policy statements will guide stakeholders in the organization, development
and administration of the City’s parks and recreation services. In developing these goals and
objectives the City of New Baltimore recognized that the community is continually evolving. The
political, financial, social and physical environment of the City is in a constant state of change;
however the City has pledged to provide parks and recreation services. As opportunities and
challenges arise the City must be able to make informed and impactful decisions that will allow the
City and parks and recreation to flourish.
In order to develop these goals
and objectives the City considered
a number of community factors.
Each series of goals and objectives
incorporates demographic and
economic considerations, physical
characteristics and municipal
feasibility.
As these policy
statements were being created
the City reviewed each element
in an open setting allowing for
public input. The following list of
goals and objectives is a proper
representation of the future of
parks and recreation within the
City of New Baltimore. As the City of New Baltimore continues to evolve, these goals and objectives
will allow the community to effectively administer the system of parks and recreation services that
is in the best interest of the general public. The remainder of this section will highlight 5 goals and
their corresponding objectives.

Provide Parks and Recreation Opportunities
The City of New Baltimore will provide a diverse and impactful range of parks and recreation
facilities, programs and services that will benefit residents and visitors.
•
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Maintain and analyze current parks and recreation facilities, programs and services to 		
ensure that there are sufficient parks and recreation opportunities for all current and 		
potential users.

							

			

Goals & Objectives

•

Identify possible areas where the City of New Baltimore can establish new, or expand 		
existing, parks and recreation facilities, programs, partnerships and services.

•

Create a parks and recreation capital improvement framework that will strategically 		
establish a practical means of investing in physical improvements to the City’s parks and
recreation facilities.

•

Pledge that all parks and recreation facilities, programs and services are administered in a
safe and secure environment.

Foster Community
and Engagement

Development

The City of New Baltimore pledges to utilize
parks and recreation services as a catalyst for
strengthening community pride and uniting
residents.
•

Ensure that all residents and visitors,
regardless of age or ability, can 		
adequately access parks and 		
recreation facilities, services and 		
programs.

•

Develop a more comprehensive assortment of parks and recreation programs engaging 		
a wider spectrum of residents and visitors. Include additional services and programs for
special populations, such as seniors and school aged children.

•

Create partnerships with corresponding parks and recreation service providers within the
County, region and state.

•

Utilize multiple media and print resources to communicate parks and recreation programs
and services.

•

Engage parks and recreation users to gauge the strengths and challenges of current parks
and recreation facilities, programs and services.

•

Organize ongoing community forums and workshops to measure the adequacy of parks 		
and recreation facilities, programs and services.

•

Celebrate the City’s diversity and cultural unity though experiences and programs that 		
highlight New Baltimore’s cultural assets and unique traditions.
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Promote Environmental Stewardship
The City of New Baltimore will leverage parks and recreation facilities, programs and services to
protect and highlight environmentally significant areas throughout the community.
•

Determine the location and character of environmentally significant areas throughout the
community.

•

Target environmentally significant areas for preservation and parks and recreation purposes.

•

Support and partner with local, county, and regional initiatives surrounding the 			
environment and Lake St. Clair.

Encourage Healthy Lifestyles
The City of New Baltimore will utilize parks and
recreation facilities, programs and services to
improve the health and wellness of the City’s
residents.
•

Create health and wellness programs
which educate residents on healthy
eating, physical activity, stress 		
management, etc.

•

Incentivize year-round participation
in parks and recreation through the use
of recognition, awards or memorabilia.

•

Develop tutorials and how-to guides highlighting the City’s parks and recreation facilities,
programs and services.

•

Target and partner with health and wellness organizations to educate the City’s residents
about the benefits of physical fitness and wellness activities.

Support Economic Development
The City of New Baltimore will use parks and recreation facilities, programs and services to generate
economic growth and prosperity.
•
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Promote and partner with festivals and special events to increase activity and interest in
the City of New Baltimore.

							

			

Goals & Objectives

•

Link investments in parks and recreation to larger community projects including private 		
developments and infrastructure improvements.

•

Study the feasibility of developing a new parks and recreation center.

•

Provide opportunities for local businesses to partner with parks and recreation through 		
marketing, sponsorships and promotions.
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Action Plan
The City of New Baltimore currently administers a dynamic parks and recreation system. With 11
parks and recreation facilities and a wide variety of programs and activities, New Baltimore has
been able to nurture and invest in parks and recreation for decades. This Parks and Recreation
Master Plan is the impetus for a new era of investment and empowerment in the City’s parks and
recreation facilities, programs and services. As has been illustrated throughout this document the
City of New Baltimore continues to grow in population and transform in physical form. With a
population that is slated to increase by more than 2,000 residents over the next two decades the
parks and recreation services provided are going to need to adapt. There are many constants that
will remain part of the current parks and recreation system ranging from existing parks facilities
to cornerstone community festivals. Faced with these projected changes in the community’s social
and physical structure, the community has leveraged the proposed goals and objects to create the
following community action plan for parks and recreation investment.
The action plan is a series of specific projects that will assist the community in meeting their goals
and objectives over the next 5 years. During the planning process a number of ideas were discussed
between the Parks and Recreation Commission, the general public and City administrators. The
following section is a compilation of those ideas and discussions. Each of the proposed action
items has been evaluated in order to ensure that they correspond with the proposed goals and
objectives. The action plan illustrates the aspirations of the City of New Baltimore Parks and
Recreation system. It is a bold set of projects that will generate interest and activity in parks and
recreation.

Walter and Mary Burke Park
Walter and Mary Burke Park is a preeminent park destination in the City of New Baltimore. With
public access to Lake St. Clair and a wide variety of park amenities, Walter and Mary Burke Park
must continue to progress over the next 5 years. The City of New Baltimore must seek to invest in
the aquatic and maritime infrastructure while expanding on the existing services. New Baltimore
should explore investing in the following improvements:
•

Boat Launch – A municipal boat launch would enhance access to Lake St. Clair and 		
provide Walter and Mary Burke Park with another amenity to draw in more residents and
visitors.

•

Harbor/Dock System – New Baltimore has invested a considerable amount of human and
financial resources in analyzing the feasibility of a harbor/dock system at Walter and Mary
Burke Park. The City is still very much interested in establishing a harbor/dock system at
the park to service the boating community.

•

Relocate Outdoor Pavilion – An outdoor pavilion is located on Walter and Mary Burke. As
currently situated the pavilion blocks the view of Lake St. Clair. The City of New Baltimore
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Action Plan

is interested in repositioning the pavilion in order to open up the view of the Lake, and 		
incorporate some form of stage or performance space.
•

Enhanced Park Amenities and Beautification – In order to preserve the beauty and 		
serenity of Walter and Mary Burke Park the City of New Baltimore seeks to continually 		
invest in enhanced landscaping, shaded areas, a gazebo, signage, bench 				
improvements/amenities, and picnic/grilling areas.

•

Splash Zone Water Feature – The City is interested in investing in a Splash Zone 			
water feature at Walter and Mary Burke Park

•

Ice Rink – In order to provide parks and recreation services in the winter months the City
of New Baltimore is interested in constructing an ice rink at Walter and Mary Burke Park

Reginald Brady Park
The City of New Baltimore envisions Reginald Brady Park to remain a passive recreational area.
With pristine vistas of Lake St. Clair and a tranquil location in a predominately residential area
Reginald Brady Park would benefit from a series of strategic improvements:
•

Butterfly Garden – The City has had a long history of creating a butterfly garden at this 		
park.

•

Enhanced Park Amenities and Beautification – In order to preserve the pristine and 		
tranquil Reginald Brady Park the City of New Baltimore will continue to maintain and 		
enhance the landscaping, signage, picnic areas and public seating.

Ruedisale Point Park
Ruedisale Point Park is another waterfront recreational destination in the City of New Baltimore. The
City is interested in enhancing the current condition of the park through a number of improvements
that will provide the park with greater accessibility, cultivate environmental sustainability and
facilitate a greater presence along Lake St. Clair. The proposed action plan for Ruedisale Point
Park includes:
•

Shoreline stabilization and Bottomlands Reclamation – As a waterfront recreational facility,
Ruedisale Point Park has been impacted by Lake St. Clair. Over the years the Lake has 		
eroded the shoreline and the park has lost a substantial portion of its total land area 		
to the Lake. The City of New Baltimore would like to explore opportunities to stabilize the
Ruedisale Point Park shoreline and reclaim the bottomlands that were once active parkland.

•

Parking and Circulation Improvements – Located at the end of a residential street, the 		
circulation and parking around Ruedisale Point Park is concerning. The lack of adequate
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space to park and maneuver automobiles coupled with a lack of pedestrian amenities is 		
a cause for concern at this park. The City of New Baltimore would like to develop a 		
strategy to improve parking and circulation around Ruedisale Point Park.
•

Enhanced Park Amenities and Beautification – In order to preserve this waterfront park 		
facility the City of New Baltimore will continue to invest in improvements to the sites 		
landscaping, playground equipment, signage, canine amenities, restroom facilities, picnic
areas and public seating.

•

Pavilion and Waterfront Lookout Area – The City of New Baltimore would like to invest in
a pavilion and waterfront lookout area at Ruedisale Point Park to provide more amenities
around Lake St. Clair including nautical infrastructure.

Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial Park
Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial Park is the City’s largest active parks and recreation facility. New
Baltimore hopes to sustain the activity and interest surrounding Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial
Park by investing in amenities that will support the City’s Little League program and provide
additional recreational services. The proposed plan of action for Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial
Park includes:
•

Baseball Field Enhancements – The City’s Little League program is a source of pride 		
for many of New Baltimore’s residents. Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial Park is the 		
staging ground for a number of the City’s Little League activities. The park currently has
two baseball diamonds with limited amenities. The City of New Baltimore seeks to 		
improve the existing baseball diamonds by: installing lights, bleachers and scoreboards;
developing a more intensive maintenance program; additional restroom facilities near 		
the fields; and adding an additional diamond to increase the City’s capacity to hold more
games.

•

Parking and Circulation Improvements - Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial Park has a 		
single parking area and driveway that service the facility. During periods of high activity
and events the site is strained to adequately service all the users at the Park. The City 		
seeks to explore parking and ingress/egress options to improve internal and external 		
circulation.

•

Enhanced Park Amenities and Beautification – In order to preserve Maynard “Red” Aurand
Memorial Park, the City seeks to continually invest in landscaping, park maintenance, 		
public seating, picnic areas, and signage.

•

Tennis Courts – The City would like to develop tennis courts at Maynard “Red” Aurand 		
Memorial Park.
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•

Sledding Hill Improvements – In the winter months the large hill located at Maynard 		
“Red” Aurand Memorial Park is used as a sledding hill. Currently there are no stairs or 		
towropes to provide easier access to the hill. The City would like to explore opportunities
to invest in a tow rope for the hill.

•

Splash Zone Water Feature - The City is interested in investing in a Splash Zone 			
water feature at Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial Park.

•

Exercise Path Improvements - Maynard “Red” Aurand Memorial Park currently has a 		
gravel exercise path that extends along the perimeter of the site. The City seeks to 		
maintain and potentially improve this path by asphalting it.

Nature Trail Park
As one of New Baltimore’s newest parks and recreation facilities Nature Trail Park is currently still
in the development stages. The City of New Baltimore’s proposed plan of action for Nature Trails
Park includes:
•

Trail System Completion and Expansion – Currently an internal woodchip trail system is 		
located on the site. The City anticipates expanding and enhancing the current trail system.

•

Enhanced Park Amenities and Beautification – In order to solidify Nature Trails Park as 		
a recreational destination the City seeks to continually invest in landscaping, park 		
maintenance, public seating, picnic areas, signage and restroom facilities.

•

Parking and Circulation Improvements – Currently Nature Trails has no defined parking 		
area for the facility. The City seeks to explore options for parking and ingress/egress 		
options for the site.

Festival Park
The City of New Baltimore envisions Festival Park evolving into a sports and family complex. The
City of New Baltimore’s proposed plan of action for Festival Park includes:
•

Baseball Fields – The City seeks to develop baseball diamonds at Festival Park.

•

Indoor Sports Complex/Recreation Center – Due to its central location and abundance of
land, the City of New Baltimore would like to explore developing an indoor 			
sports complex/recreation center at Festival Park.

•

Enhanced Parks Amenities and Beautification – The City of New Baltimore will continually
invest in landscaping, park maintenance, public seating, playground equipment, picnic 		
areas, signage and restroom facilities at Festival Park.
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•

Pavilion – Festival Park does not currently have any covered seating areas at the site. 		
The City of New Baltimore would like to invest in a pavilion for the Park to provide users
with a covered area to congregate and hold events.

•

Splash Zone Water Feature – The City is interested in investing in a Splash Zone water 		
feature at Festival Park.

New Baltimore Parks and Recreation Center
The City of New Baltimore Parks and Recreation Center is a major parks and recreation asset. The
Center acts as the epicenter for parks and recreation services and as a community meeting place.
The facility as currently situated does not adequately meet the needs of the community. Additional
space and amenities are needed to update the facility. The City of New Baltimore proposes the
following plan of action for the Parks and Recreation center:
•

Redevelopment/Expansion – The Parks and Recreation Center would benefit from a 		
series of improvements to the exterior and interior of the building. The City seeks 		
to update the facility to better meet the needs of the residents and the Parks and 		
Recreation Department. The Center is also located on a site that is surrounded 			
by municipally owned property, which provides opportunities for facility expansion at its 		
current location.

•

Relocation – The City also acknowledges that there is interest in moving the Parks and 		
Recreation center to a number of other sites located throughout the community. 		
Moving forward the City intends to explore any and all options with relocating the Parks 		
and Recreation Center.

•

Enhanced Maintenance and Amenities – In order to ensure that this facility remains 		
an essential community anchor the City seeks to frequently invest in maintenance, 		
signage, beautification, and equipment.

County Line Park
County Line Park is an undeveloped piece of municipally owned property that has been set aside
for future park development. The site contains a number of environmentally significant features
and any future development must preserve these site characteristics. Moving forward the City of
New Baltimore proposes the following plan of action for County Line Park:
•

Site Accessibility and Circulation – As development opportunities arise for the site the City
seeks to complete an extensive accessibility and circulation analysis which would include
ingress/egress considerations, parking, and linkages to surrounding roadways.

•

Park Development – The City has discussed opportunities to develop a series of exercise

59

							

				

Action Plan

paths and canine facilities at the site. The community also understands that this site 		
could be a potential location for a new Parks and Recreation Center.

Anchor Bay Schools/Aquatic Center
The Anchor Bay School District owns a substantial number of facilities in the City of New Baltimore.
The facilities include an aquatic center, sports fields, a track, playground equipment, and classroom
space. Administrators from the City and School District have been in continuing talks regarding
shared facility/use agreements for the many amenities located on the site. The City of New
Baltimore seeks to sustain this relationship with the Anchor Bay School District and develop shared
use agreements that will allow the City and School District to work together to provide additional
parks and recreation services to residents and district students.

Schmid Marina
Schmid Marina is currently operating as a private marina facility. The future of this facility is
uncertain. The City of New Baltimore understands the significance of this site and is willing to
explore any and all options regarding future uses and ownership of the site. Whether it is creating
shared use agreements, lease agreements, public/private partnerships, or creating a network of
municipal stakeholders, the City wants to ensure that this site transforms into an activity center
along Lake St. Clair. The City is willing to explore any and all options regarding the maintenance,
redevelopment and acquisition of the site.

Non-Motorized
Network

Trail

The City of New Baltimore
is committed to investing in
non-motorized and pedestrian
amenities. Approximately 1
mile of 10’ wide, asphalt, nonmotorized pedestrian pathway
is in place from the northern
border of Anchor Bay High
School to the Crapeau Creek.
The City will look for funding
to continue the path to the
south so it eventually connects
to Main Street. The City also
hopes to develop a nonmotorized trail system along
M-29/Green Street linking to
other regional trail systems.
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Vacant Land Analysis
The City of New Baltimore is interested in a conglomeration of vacant property on the City’s east
side. East of County Line Road and north of M-29 the City of New Baltimore has recognized that
there are a number of vacant/underutilized parcels that could be a potential location for future
parks and recreation investments. Should the opportunity arise for acquisition of any of these
parcels the City is willing to establish a strategy and framework to create additional parks and
recreation facilities in this area. The City seeks to work with existing property owners to discuss
the future of these sites and explore any and all opportunities related to the development of this
land.

Community Garden
The City of New Baltimore owns 38 acres of land off of Arnold Road in Ira Township. This land has
been set aside for a community garden, and the City of New Baltimore is seeking to invest in the
improvements needed to cultivate a garden on the site.
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Appendix A
Public hearing for recreation master plan to be held Feb. 27 - The Voice
The Voice (voicenews.com)

News

Public hearing for recreation master plan to be held Feb.
27
Several options for future of NB addressed
Wednesday, February 15, 2012
By Courtney Flynn
Associate Editor

On the heels of extending an offer to a new parks and rec director, the city of New Baltimore is holding a public hearing on Feb. 27 to
consider a five-year parks and recreation master plan.
In the draft of this plan, several ideas are touched upon, some of which have already been discussed - like installing boat docks in Walter
and Mary Burke Park and purchasing Schmid Marina - while others are just beginning to surface.
Newer ideas outlined in the action plan include investing in a splash zone area and constructing an ice rink in Walter and Mary Burke Park,
creating a fishing pier in Reginald Brady Park, developing tennis courts at Maynard "Red" Aurand Memorial Park and building an indoor
sports complex/recreational facility at Festival Park.
Another possibility for a recreation facility relocation that received attention last year was a proposed move to the Anchor Bay Aquatic
Center through a collaboration with the school district.
While some maintain opposed to the idea, the proposed master draft outlines that the city seeks to maintain a relationship with the school
system and develop a shared use agreement that will allow both parties to work together to provide additional services.
Larry Gingas, president of the city's recreation committee, has been vocal about his opposition to moving the recreation center into the
Aquatic Center, but he admits there needs to be an improvement in the facility.
"I know that our building isn't sufficient to do a lot of the things we want to do," he said. "I know we have to do some things to improve what
we have."
Gingas would like to see the facility remain downtown, and possibly just update and expand the current one.
This, too, is a possibility acknowledged on the draft.
However the city upgrading or moving the recreation facility still remains in question, but Gingas said he believes once that issue is
addressed stronger programs and events will be able to be developed.
One area of improvement that residents have been vocal about is the city's baseball program. Brian Kay, the newly hired recreation
director, has experience in operating a baseball program, with the help of area schools, in Fraser.
Councilman and recreation committee liaison Ken Butler said he is most excited to see what Kay can do for the city, with the master plan
following.
"I'm excited about the plan but I'm more excited about our new rec director and the plan Judy Sproat is working on for the downtown
http://www.voicenews.com/articles/2012/02/15/news/doc4f3bd150c7790893788160.prt[2/21/2012 4:38:27 PM]
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Public hearing for recreation master plan to be held Feb. 27 - The Voice
property," he said.
Butler said right now it is most important the items relevant to the upcoming baseball season and triathlon be focused on.
For more information on the proposed master plan visit the city's website at cityofnewbaltimore.org. Also, the public hearing begins at
6:45 p.m. on Feb. 27 at the New Baltimore Police Department in the municipal meeting room, 37885 Green St.
Contact Courtney Flynn at (586) 716-8100, ext. 301 or courtney.flynn@voicenews.com

URL: http://www.voicenews.com/articles/2012/02/15/news/doc4f3bd150c7790893788160.prt

© 2012 Voice News, a Journal Register Property

http://www.voicenews.com/articles/2012/02/15/news/doc4f3bd150c7790893788160.prt[2/21/2012 4:38:27 PM]
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PARKS & RECREATION MASTER PLAN
CITY OF NEW BALTIMORE
Notice is hereby given that there will be a Public Hearing at a special meeting of the New Baltimore
City Council on MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2012. The meeting will be held at the New Baltimore
Police Department Municipal Meeting Room, 37885 Green Street, New Baltimore, Michigan,
beginning at 6:45 P.M.
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to hear comments relating to the proposed Parks & Recreation
Master Plan for the City of New Baltimore. The Master Plan is designed to be a guide for the
development of recreational programs and facilities over the next five (5) years.
A copy of the proposed Parks & Recreation Master Plan is available for inspection at the City
offices, 36535 Green Street, New Baltimore during regular business hours, and will be available
at the time and place of the Public Hearing. All interested citizens will be given an opportunity to
comment. Written comments may be submitted up to the meeting time.
							
							

Marcella Shinska
New Baltimore City Clerk

Publish: The Voice Newspaper – February 1, 2012
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Appendix B
Parks & Recreation
Sample Programming
City of New Baltimore
Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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